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Markers of meditative questions  

in three Nakh-Daghestanian languages 
 

Timur A. Maisak 
Institute of Linguistics, RAS / HSE University 

timur.maisak@gmail.com 
 
The paper presents a first approach towards intragenetic typology of 

morphologically marked meditative questions, a special semantic type of 
questions that do not require an answer (e. g. I wonder if he came or I 
wonder who came). I look at the markers of meditative questions in three 
Nakh-Daghestanian languages: Agul and Rutul of the Lezgic branch, and 
Andi of the Avar-Andic branch. I suggest several parameters of variation, 
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such as the distinction between polar and content markers of meditative 
questions, the formal relation between meditative questions markers and 
ordinary question markers, the formal relation between meditative ques-
tions markers and indirect question markers. 

Keywords: Nakh-Daghestanian languages, Agul, Rutul, Andi, ques-
tion markers, polar questions, content questions, meditative questions, 
indirect questions. 

 
1.      - -

  
 -    ( ) -

 ,  ,   -
  —    -
    ,   « » -

,   . ,   -
       ; 
    ,       -

  ( ).    -
  .  (1)—(2)    -

 ,     -
  e     ewa ( -
 -wa    ),    

  -   
 .     -

-   .  [Ganenkov, Maisak 2020: 
129—130]1. 

 

  (  ) 
 

(1) un razi e-wa? 
   COP-Q  
 ‘  ?’ (  ) 

1 ,  . . ,    
(«   ,     

  »),   
  ( , , , , 

)   ,     
[  1998: 150—153]. 
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(2) fiš e šuw.a-n i? 

  COP -GEN  
 ‘    ?’ (  )

 
,         

     -
.     , 

      ( , 
 ,  -   , -
  ),      

   . 
  ,     -

      — 
        
    « - » ( . ‘ , 

 ?’, ‘ ,  ?’  . .);   
          I 

wonder  .      , -
,     « -

». (     - -
       «  

»,      -
   ,      -

   .) ,    -
     -wa  

   -han (3). 
 

  (  ) 
 

(3) a alat xu-naa, naj-
  .PFV-PRF -LAT   
 šu-ne-han jarab, fi-št i  
 .PFV-AOR-MEDIT PTCL -ADV  
 xu-ne-han me.   
 .PFV-AOR-MEDIT DEM   
 {   ,} ‘   : « ,  

 ,   ?»’ (  ) 
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      -
  « »     -

  ,  ,  
  -   (   -

       
   ).  conjectural questions, -

 «      -
 ,     » [Eckardt, 

Beltrama 2019]; self-addressed questions,    
   ,       

 ,  ,      -
  ,     ; ten-

tative questions,       
,      ; non-intrusive questions, 

      ,   
    :  ,   

   [Farkas 2020, 2022]. 
  -    

,   ,    -
.  -   -

       -
  ;  ,     -

   ,   , 
 . 
         -

     ,    
  .  ,    

 « »   (   
   ,   ),    

     -
   ( ,       

 « »,     ).  -
       -
 . 

     -
    —    -

    -  . -
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     -
    ,    ,  

    . 
 
2.   

       
 :      -

  -wa (-w),     
   .   -

 —   ,    ,   -
  -han, . (3),     -

. 
 

  ( ) 
 

(4) jarab le ra facana-s
 PTCL  -INF
 xa-s-t awa-han?  
 -INF-COP.NEG-MEDIT  
 {  ,         

  ,  :} ‘ ,    
 ?’ (   . 2020)

 

(5) te insan fuš e-han?
   COP-MEDIT
 {  :   .} ‘     -

?’ ( . 9:9) 
 

 ,      
« » —        

 (     ). 
      

   ;   
      2. 

2       . 
    dawa   du (  

 *dawa-wa), . .  .    -
        

 du, . .    ( .  -
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  ,     -
    jarab ‘ ’ 

( ,    ). 
      
  ,      (  -

 ) .     -
 ,    ,   

     ;    
     .  -
   (4, 6),     

     «  ».  -
,       -

 ,         -
.       ,   

      (   -
,      ,    

 ), . (7). 
 

  (  ) 
 

(6) hara, al aqu-ne ilsan-ar, fi  
 PTCL SUPER.LAT. .PFV-AOR -PL  
 abar e-han p.u-na  
  COP-MEDIT .PFV-CVB  
 {       -

.} ‘ , —  , — ,   .’ ( -
 ) 

 

(7) ge-wur fi-št i xu-ne-han?  
 DEM-PL -ADV .PFV-AOR-MEDIT  
 {    .    -

,    :} ‘ ,   -
?’ {  :    ,   -

   .} (  )

   xa-s-t u-han [ -INF-COP:NEG:Q-MEDIT] 
‘ ,  ’, . « ,  ,   ?»,  

   -  -t u < du).  -
  , ,  -han  -

        
    -wa. 



    -   

165 

 
3.   

    (    -
  , ,  ,  -
 . ,   )  -

       -
 .  ,      -

  -ma / -me (    -
 ),     -

   .    -
      .   

    -mix  (  -
  : -m x, -mij)3,    -

   -dix . 
 

  ( ) 
 

(8) za-s mi naq’ ji i-mix hag a-d?! 
 -DAT   4.COP-Q.MEDIT 4. .IPFV-ATTR 
 {          

      :} ‘      
?!’ ( , 4,  68) 

 
(9) šu -d  i-dix iz-d  w l?  

 -ATTR COP-WH.MEDIT -ATTR   
 { ,    ,    

,   :} ‘  ,   
?’ ( , 2,  60) 

 
 ,   ( )  

     , 
  —     -
,  ,   .    -

     -ix  — -

3      /x /  -
,        -

  /x/. 
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 jix  ‘ ’ [  2001: 139].   

  -mix     -
   -ma / -me;    -

      -
 , . (10)4. 

 
  ( ) 

 

(10) w š ji‹r›q’ -r-di, abar w-a  
  <1> .PFV-CVB-Q.INDIR  3- .IMP 
 ‘  , .’ (  2001: 160) 

 
 ,     -

      (  
‘ ,   ?’  ‘ ,  ?’):   
-mix   -dix      , 

    ,  -
   ‘ ’;   -

   . [  2022]. 
     -
    ,     
  ,    :  ,  -
       ,   

       ,  
    ,   

    .    -
,       (11),  -

  ,       
 ,        -

.  , ,    ,   -

4     « »   -
 : ,    ‘( ) ’ 

  jirq’ -r-i,     -
 (10)  -i   -di. 
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     jarab, . 
    ,  -

   (12). 
 

  ( ) 
 

(11) ule-s-i=mix, jarab, w x-d du ar-a
 4. -INF-FUT=Q.MEDIT PTCL -ATTR .OBL-ERG 
 mi ink’ar ? 
   
 {    , :} ‘ ,   -

 ,   ?’ {— ,    , — 
    .} ( , 2,  56)

 

(12) jarab za-da  jiki-s-i=mix hadi-
 PTCL -APUD.EL 4. -INF-FUT=Q.MEDIT -LAT
 ru u-s ? 
 1. -INF 
 ‘    ,  ?’ ( , -

 2019: 457)
 

 ,    
     , 

      , 
   .    (    -

        
 « »).    -
     :   

 -ma,      
   .   -

  ,    :   
   -jden,   -

   (‘   ’)  -
    (13)5. 

5  -jden     (   
)     -j,    -

      .   
   .  [Konovalova 2019]. 
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  (  ) 
 

(13) za-s hac’a-r-diš, huš  
 -DAT .IPFV-CVB-COP.NEG  
 q-i‹r›q’ -r=a-jden  
 RE-<1> .PFV-CVB= -CTRF   
 ‘   ,  .’ (  ) 

 
    -jden   -

  -ma (14).   -
      -

   (    -
 )     -jden,   (15). 

 
  (  ) 

 

(14) did q-i‹r›q’ -r- -ma-jden?   
  RE-<1> .PFV-CVB-COP-Q-MEDIT   
 ‘ ,  ?’ (  )

 
(15) huš q-i‹r›q’ -r=a-jden?  

  RE-<1> .PFV-CVB= -CTRF   
 ‘ ,  ?’ (  ) 

 
 ,       -
    -

    .   , 
   ,      -

    -ma.   -
       ( .  -
  -di,    -dix ).  -
  ,       -

 -   «  »,   
    ,    

.  ,    -
   ,  ,   -

      -
     , — 

       -dix   
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(   +   ). 

       , 
     -jden « »  

      -
   -ma.  

 
4.   

   (    -
 )    -

  ,       . 
 ,       , 

    ,  .  ,  
    =le  =de (  

.  )    , 
     (16),    -

 (17).     
= il  =di (  .  )   

     6. 
 

  (  ) 
 

(16) men u a ra ’-rado=le?  
  -PROGR=Q  
 ‘   ?’ (  ) 

 

(17) men u a=le ra ’-rado?  
 =Q -PROGR  
 ‘   ?’ (  ) 

 
  (   ) 

 

(18) e‹b›i= il men zudi b-i o i-r ?
 <4>=WH 4- .CAUS-PROGR 
 ‘   ?’ ( ) 

 

6     =le / =de  = il / =di   - -
   (    , . (18) vs. (19)), -
 . [  2020]. 
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(19) du-j e‹b›i=di i?  
 -DAT <4>=WH.AOR .AOR  
 ‘    ?’ ( )
 

     -
,         -

    =le / =de  
 -qen / -qe / -q (  ).  -
  =leqen  =deqen  ,   -

  , . (20)      
vs. (21)     .     

      
  =leqen  =deqen),     -

    -qen:    ,  
    (22)   

    ,   -
     ( . ). 

 
  (  ) 

 

(20) umar w-ušo-d=leqen?  
  1- -PRF=MEDIT  
 ‘   ?’ (  1957: 383)

 

(21) ilu-d q’ir b-o ’o-s u=deqen?  
 -ERG 3- .AOR-NEG=MEDIT.AOR  
 ‘     ?’ (  1957: 383) 

 
  (   ) 

 
(22) emi=leqe ho u w-a unni-r?  

 =MEDIT 1- -PROGR  
 {      ,     :} 
‘    ?’ ( ) 

 
 ,     -

       
.      -

 —        . 
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5.     

,      - -
  (  ,    -

),  ,       
      

    .   -
  : 
1)     -
 ? 

       
     -

 ,     -
   .   , ,   -

       -
 ,      -

  .     - -
, ,   ,    

      — ,  
  ,     -

         
-t’a, . [Haspelmath 1993: 427]. 

2)     
 ,    ( , )?  

       
   ,   

  « » . 
3)      -
  ? 

      -
,     — :  

      
   (   , 

 ,     -
     ). 
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4)       -
 ? 

   (   )  ,  
   — . 

5)      -
   ? 
      ,    

 ,    -    . 
   ,    

,     -
   (     -
  ‘ ’  ), .   -

  [  2022].    -
      -

 /   (   ), 
      -

     / -
   . 

       
 , ,    ,  

 .        
  (   ;     
 , . [Haspelmath 1993: 429]).  -

    . 
 
6.  

   ,  
     -

 ,    , -  
.        

    —    
,        

,     ,     
        . 
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     -  
       -
    .  ,    

       ,   -
     -

 . -     -
      -

  —     , , 
    . 

     -
 ? 
  ,    ( , )?  
       

  ( , )? 
       -

  ( . .      -
     )? 

      -
   ? (  ,   

      
?) 

       
  (     

  )? 
 

 , ,      
     -

 (     « »  -
),        -
       . 
 

   
1–4 —  (  ); ADV — ; AOR — ; APUD — -

 ‘ ’; ATTR — ; CAUS — ; COP — -
; CTRF —  ; CVB — ; DAT — ; 
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DEM — ; EL — ; ERG — ; FUT — ; GEN — 
; IMP — ; INDIR —  ; INF — ; 

IPFV — ; LAT — ; MEDIT —  ; NEG — 
; OBL —  ; PFV — ; PL —  

; PRF — ; PROGR — ; PTCL — ; Q —  
; RE — ; SUPER —  ‘ ’; WH —  -

.  
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